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Society Members Explore Roller Mills 
by  Craig Sansonetti 

 On Saturday, May 18, eight members 
of our Society were joined by three Cross 
Mill docents for a full day of exploring the 
technology of roller milling.  

 The day began at 9 a.m. in the store at 
Muddy Creek Forks as Craig Sansonetti pre-
sented an introduction to the gradual reduc-
tion process by which wheat is ground to pro-
duce white flour in a roller mill.  The presen-

tation was illustrated with diagrams and pic-
tures of roller milling equipment from an 
early 1900’s catalog of the Wolf Company 
of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.  The Wolf 
Company, a major manufacturer of mill 

equipment, was responsible 
for outfitting the mill in 
Muddy Creek Forks. 
 
 Over the past year 
Craig has been documenting 
the layout and contents of our 
mill.  These efforts and infor-
mation found in the archives 
of the Hagley Museum have 
made it possible to definitely 
identify many of the machines 
that were formerly used here. 
 
 Promptly at 10 o’clock 
we piled into three cars and 
headed for Eden Mill, just 
south of Fawn Grove in Har-
ford County, Maryland.  We 
were greeted by Roland Beck-
man who began our visit with 
a short PowerPoint presenta-
tion on the history of Eden 

Mill and current activities of the Eden Mill 
Nature Center.  He then allowed our group 
to freely explore the entire building.   
 Eden Mill retains all of the equip-
ment that was in use when it last operated in 

 Our group paused for a photograph just outside the door of Mas-
cot Mill.  Pictured moving clockwise from the upper left are Society mem-
bers Charlie Nichols, Bob Wieners, Jim Kuhlman, Alan Frame, Jean San-
sonetti, Pete Tinsley, George Fitch, and Cross Mill docents Wanda and 
Rodney Tyson.  Not pictured are Cross Mill docent coordinator Judy 
Grove and Craig Sansonetti. 



THE YORK MAIL Summer 2007 … 2 

 

 

President’s Message 
by Dolores Krick 

 

 

� Greetings from Muddy Creek Forks.  Summer 

is upon us and the village is alive.  Just to inform those 

of you who have not visited lately and those who have 

never visited this beautiful village, you don’t know 

what you are missing.  This time of year is a perfect 

time in Muddy Creek Forks. The trees are full, the 

flowers are blooming, and the smell of fresh country 

air is here. PLEASE COME VISIT US!  It sure is 

worth the trip!  Bring a picnic lunch, bring your family 

and friends, and enjoy the day! 

 

 We have begun our opening season and we 

surely will see many visitors from all over this beauti-

ful region.  It’s hard to explain the feeling you have 

when someone visits the village who has never been 

here, especially the look in the children’s eyes when 

they first see the train. How many of your children or 

grandchildren have even ridden a train or enjoyed the 

pleasure of riding the real work cars that were used to 

maintain the railroad so many years ago?   Bring them 

to Muddy Creek Forks in order to experience the MA 

& PA. 

 

 Special thanks to all of our hard working 

members! Thanks to all of you who have contributed 

and continue to contribute to the progress of the Soci-

ety’s goals.  We have lots to accomplish to continue 

our work.  If you haven’t already… join us! 
 

 The  TEA-21 grant project is expected to be 

completed by the end of July.  We hope you will come 

and see all the hard work that has been done to pre-

serve our heritage in Muddy Creek Forks.  
 

 As always feel free to contact me about your 

suggestions, concerns and offers of help. My telephone 

number is 717-927-6023 or email me at brighterisbet-

ter@mtwirefree.net 

 

 See you on the train in Muddy Creek Forks! 

 

Dolores Krick, Presidentt 

Plan now 

to help share history at 

HERITAGE DAY 2007 

 The Ma & Pa Railroad Heritage Village is a 
unique collection of buildings, knowledgeable inter-
preters, artifacts, and railroad, which has the potential 
to enrich the life of every person who comes to visit.  
Our guests can explore the store, mill, rail equipment, 
and grain elevator, can experience the beautiful scen-
ery along the Ma & Pa right of way, and can discover 
much about life in 1915.  They come away with a 
deeper understanding of how communities worked in 
those days and what a critical role the railroad played 
in the rural communities it served. 
 Heritage Day is our best opportunity to share 
the rich history of our village and railroad, and hun-
dreds of people come to explore and enjoy it.  Heritage 
Day is also the best time for YOU to experience the 
joy of sharing our treasures with our visitors.  We ask 
all our members to consider participating on Septem-
ber 22.  Unlike our normal open days, there are oppor-
tunities on Heritage Day which do not require a lot of 
prior knowledge.  A few positions are even good for 
people uncomfortable with interacting with strangers.  
Especially on Heritage Day you will get the full feel-
ing of how special our project is and how warm and 
friendly the members of our Society are. 
 So take a moment now to mark September 
22nd on your calendar.  The staff meeting is held at 
9:15 a.m., the event runs from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
all are also invited to participate in the clean up after-

ward.  If you would like to sign up please 

contact Jean Sansonetti by phone (301-

963-2841), email (sansonet@erols.com), or 

mail (16444 Tomahawk Drive, Gaithers-

burg, MD 20878). 

Right: Come join these terrific volunteers and share his-
tory with our visitors on Heritage Day 
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A.M. Grove 

 General Store Cleanup 
by George Fitch 

Building  Committee  

Report 
by Pete Tinsley 

 Housecleaning … now that's a word 
that causes many to look the other way and 
find some excuse to be occupied elsewhwere.  
A plea went out recently for volunteers to 
clean the General Store.  On Saturday, May 
5th and Saturday, May 26th, several hard-
working volunteers gathered  to ready the 
store for the busy summer season of visitors.   
 
� One big task was to rid the store of 
all evidence of mice; they had made several 
nests and even chewed through wooden 
cheese boxes. 
 
 Then there were the ladybugs -- lit-
erally thousands of dead ladybugs – not to 
mention the ubiquitous spider webs. 
 
 Windows were washed, wood sur-
faces were polished, display windows were 
re-arranged and lots of sweeping and dusting  
made the store look bright and shiny and 
ready for visitors. 
 
 The old saying, "many hands make 
light work" is certainly true. The Society ap-
preciates all volunteer help and we can cer-
tainly use YOU.  Throughout the summer we 
must continue to sweep and clear spider 
webs.  Even a short period of time  – even an 
hour of your time – can be a tremendous 
help. 
 

  Many thanks to Evelyn Sny-

der, Lana Blevins, Teddy Blevins, 

Jean Sansonetti, and Janet Fitch.  

We hope to see many more of you on 

the next housecleaning day! 

 

 The Building Committee contracted with 
Lantz Slate Roof Repair of Lancaster County to assess 
and repair the roofs of the three buildings in the mill 
complex. 
 Several small but persistent leaks have 
caused some deterioration of one of the grain bins in 
the elevator building and the floor in the mill. 
 The contractor replaced more than 100 roof 
slates, reoriented the gutter so that it drains to the east 
into the tail race, replaced all of the 3" downspouting 
with 4", and installed new snowguards on the south 
side of the grain elevator. 
 The work appears to have been successful.  
Despite several very strong downpours this spring, the 
buildings have all remained dry inside.�
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Roller Mills, cont.  

1964.  Of special interest to our group was 
the roller process equipment produced by the 
Wolf Company that included three stands of 
rolls and a Gyrator, a large oscillatory sifting 
machine.  These machines are of the same 
type and vintage as those used in the mill at 
Muddy Creek Forks.   
 
 Eden Mill has a large masonry dam, 
still in good condition, that seems much lar-
ger than required to satisfy the power needs 
of the mill.  This dam was built and water 
turbines were installed by the Fawn Grove 
Light and Power Company, which bought the 

mill in 1917.  Two generators provided AC 
power for a local power grid.  Generation of 
electricity for the Fawn Grove area continued 
until 1929 when this small power station be-
came obsolete with the completion of 
Conowingo Dam.  
 
 Despite the fact that power production 
ended almost 80 years ago, the generating 
room with all of its electrical equipment re-
mains intact.  This unusual facility with its 
turbines, generators, and control panel was 
also a source of fascination. 
 
 Although the group could happily 
have spent more time exploring Eden Mill, 
our schedule demanded we move on.  After a 
quick picnic lunch on the mill grounds, we 
were back in the cars on our way to Mascot 
Mill near Leola in Lancaster County.  This 

Above:  Stephen Kindig, President of the Ressler 
Mill Foundation and well-known mill expert, took 
our group through Mascot Mill from basement to 
fourth floor level.  Here he explains the operation of 
the first break rolls and the regulator that controls the 
flow of wheat into this first stage of the roller milling 
process. 

Below:  The Wolf Gyrator at Eden Mill was of special 
interest to our group because it is virtually identical to 
the Gyrator that once occupied the third floor of our 
mill at Muddy Creek Forks.  This oscillatory sifting 
machine plays the central role in controlling the flow 
of partially ground wheat or middlings through succes-
sive stages of the roller milling process. 

Continued on page 5 
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Above:  Two turbine powered generators were in-
stalled at Eden mill in about 1918 and supplied elec-
tricity to the Fawn Grove area until 1929.  The equip-
ment remains intact today. 
 

 long day, enthusiasm for the subject was still 
high.  On the return trip, our cars were filled 
with discussions of the things we had seen 
and learned.  Special thanks are due to Ro-
land Beckman of Eden Mill and Stephen Kin-
dig of the Ressler Mill Foundation for open-
ing their mills to our group and sharing their 
expertise. 

mill has been perfectly preserved thanks to 
Franklin Ressler, the last of three generations 
of Resslers who ran the mill from 1865 to 
1977.  He and his sister Anna established the 
Ressler Mill Foundation to preserve the mill 
and their adjacent family home. 
 
 Our group was welcomed to Mascot 
Mill by Stephen Kindig, President of the 
Ressler Mill Foundation and a widely-
recognized expert on mills, who was a princi-
pal consultant in planning and carrying out 
the restoration of Cross Mill.  He took us 
through the mill from the basement to the 
fourth floor identifying and explaining all of 
the equipment and answering our questions.  
He also provided a wealth of information on 
commercial aspects of the mill’s operation.  
The docent who was manning the mill dem-
onstrated the grinding of corn meal using an 
attrition mill, bucket elevator, and shaking 
corn meal sieve.  The roller mills were also 
run, without grain, so that we could observe 
their operation.  Wheat is no longer ground 
on these mills to avoid problems with rodents 
and insects in the building.   
 
 In addition to maintaining the mill 
and opening it to visitors, the Ressler Mill 
Foundation has produced a number of publi-
cations including recollections of Franklin 
Ressler and a 24 page set of precisely meas-
ured drawings that fully document Mascot 
Mill and its equipment.  As we were prepar-
ing to leave, Mr. Kindig gave us a set of these 
very interesting publications for Society use.  
The measured drawings are an especially 
valuable resource for anyone trying to under-
stand the complexities of the roller milling 
process. 
 
 A little after 5 p.m. we were back at 
Muddy Creek Forks.  Although it had been a 



    

Chanceford First Graders Explore Muddy Creek Forks 
by Jean Sansonetti 
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Left: The first train comes back north 
over the new bridge in Muddy Creek 
Forks 

 On June 1 a bus containing two first grade classes from Chanceford Elementary School rolled into the 
village of Muddy Creek Forks, transporting the students to a special journey in time.   
 For many students the highlight of the visit was the train ride through the Muddy Creek Valley.  George 
Fitch started the group out on the station platform with photographs showing what kind of equipment people 
would have ridden on in 1915 and what the train crew and work gangs looked like back then.  George was joined 
by Charles Snyder to run the train for the trip north to High Rock and then to the southern end of the line.  Along 
the way the students became the first passengers to cross the newly constructed bridge at Muddy Creek Forks.  
Our track working crews have been hard at work this spring getting the southern track ready for our trains, and as 

soon as Allott Construction completed the 
structure of the bridge the track gang placed 
the new ties on it and spiked down the rails.  
As the children arrived back at the station plat-
form their smiles were the best indication that 
the work of our crews was well worth it.. 
 In the mill and grain elevator Charlie 
Nichols and Craig Sansonetti helped the stu-
dents understand the processing of grain in our 
village.  A hand-cranked flour mill enabled the 
children to start with grains of wheat and pro-
duce flour from them.  That experience was 
related to the working of the whole mill so the 
process, from power source to finished prod-
uct, became easy to comprehend.  The routing 
of grain through the elevator was of particular 
interest and eyes were wide as students realized 
that they were standing beneath huge funnel-

shaped bins which would have held tons of grain.  The idea that grain was shipped out via rail was a new one for 
our young visitors. In  the A.M. Grove Store a brief discussion about what life was like in 1915  and how the 
railroad changed life here was followed by a tour of the first floor led by Dolores Krick and Janet Fitch.  The 
students got to investigate the Post Office and railroad station, see the telephone and shoe rooms, and talk about 
how the clerks ran the store.  They learned about mail being delivered to Muddy Creek Forks by train and about 
bringing merchandise to the store by the Ma & Pa Railroad.  
  Upstairs the freight elevator demonstration provided an opportunity for children to see the mechanism 
working and talk further about how merchandise was sold in the store.  After letting the curious visitors guess at 

the use of some of the an-
tiques displayed on the sec-
ond floor of the store, Jean 
Sansonetti gave a brief slide 
show consisting of photo-
graphs of the family and com-
munity from about 1915, 
which helped tie the day’s 
experiences together. 
 The success of the 
day was brought out by sev-
eral students who, when asked 
what their favorite part was, 
answered enthusiastically, 
“EVERYTHING!” 

Above: George Fitch and Charles Snyder talk about the Ma & Pa Railroad  wth 
visiting first graders. 


